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Wheeler Holly Preserve Conservation Restriction 
NHESP Priority Habitat of Rare Species 

The three “Indian Ponds” are considered Priority Habitat for 

Rare Species (PH 296 & 272), for two rare freshwater 

mussels that grow in the bottoms and one rare vascular 

plant.  The Wheeler’s property has almost 600 feet of shore 

on Middle Pond, the spawning ground for Barnstable’s most 

prolific anadromous fish run (alewives and blueback 

herring) coming up the Marstons Mills River from Nantucket 

Sound.   
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Project Locus 

Core Habitat identifies areas critical for the long-term 
persistence of rare species, exemplary natural 
communities, and resilient ecosystems. 

Critical Natural Landscape identifies large landscapes 
minimally impacted by development and buffers to core 
habitats and coastal areas, both of which enhance 
connectivity and resilience. 
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