
 
 

  

 
 

APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
 

June 22, 2026 
4:00pm 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

    

Chair of the Appointments Committee opened the meeting of the Appointments Committee in 

the Selectmen’s Conference Room at 4:00pm and made the following announcement: 

This meeting is being recorded and will be rebroadcast on the Town of Barnstable’s Government Access 

Channel.  In accordance with Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 30A, Section 20, the Chair must 

inquire whether anyone else is recording this meeting and, if so, please make their presence known. 

This meeting will be replayed via Xfinity Channel 8 or high-definition Channel 1072. It may also be 

accessed via the Government Access Channel live video on demand archives on the Town of 

Barnstable’s website: https://streaming85.townofbarnstable.us/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=1  

The administrator to the Town Council took Roll call: 

Councilor Seth Burdick                             present 

Councilor Thomas Keane         present  

Councilor John Crow          zoom 

Councilor Gordon Starr                             absent  

Councilor Charles Bloom                          present 

 

Chair of Committee welcomed Jen Villa, who has applied to serve on the District Improvement 

Financing Advisory Committee as a business representative member. 

 

 
 
June 12, 2026 

  

Dear Members of the Appointment Committee,  

 

I am writing to express my interest in serving as the business representative on the Hyannis District 

Improvement Financing (DIF) Advisory Committee.  

 

As a business owner in Hyannis since 2009, I have had the privilege of experiencing firsthand the 

evolution of our village and the impact that strategic investment can have on the success of local 

businesses and the broader community. Over the past seventeen years, I have owned and operated 

multiple businesses in Hyannis, including The Little Beach Gallery and, currently, The West End 

restaurant, which my husband and I have owned since 2017.  

 

Through these experiences, I have gained a deep understanding of both the opportunities and 

challenges facing small businesses. I have experienced Hyannis through periods of growth, change, and 

investment, and I have seen how improvements to our public spaces, infrastructure, and business 

districts can strengthen the local economy and enhance quality of life for residents and visitors alike.  

In addition to my role as co-owner of The West End, I am the Executive Director and Co-Founder of 

Love Live Local, a nonprofit organization dedicated to strengthening Cape Cod's local economy 
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through small business support, consumer education, and community events. This work has provided me 

with a broad perspective on the needs of local businesses and the importance of fostering a vibrant, 

sustainable commercial center in Hyannis.  

 

I care deeply about the future of Hyannis and believe that thoughtful economic development and 

strategic public investment are essential to maintaining a thriving year-round community. I would 

welcome the opportunity to contribute my perspective as a long-time business owner, employer, and 

community advocate to the DIF Advisory Committee.  

 

Thank you for your consideration. I would be honored to serve and help support the continued growth 

and success of Hyannis. 

  

Sincerely,  

 

Jen Villa  

Co-Owner, The West End Executive Director & Co-Founder, Love Live Local 

 

                                   
 

 

                                             



 
 

  

Chair of Committee welcomed Sharon Harrison who has applied to serve on the Open Space 

Committee. 

 

                            
Has a passion for open space and conservation. Open space needs to be protected. Especially here on 

Cape Cod where everything is so fragile and depends on good stewardship. Has attended the Open 

Space Committee meetings and often comes to Town Council to speak at public comment. She loves 

her village of Osterville and wants to do what is best for Barnstable. Has the time to volunteer now and 

would like to be a part of the Open Space Committee. 

 

The Appointments Committee considered the recommendation of James O’Neill, who worked for the 

Town of Barnstable in the past, and would like to serve on the Board of Assessors. He previously 

worked in the Board of Assessors and has since retired. He did some work at the Board of Health, but 

that has now come to an end and would like to reapply again since his employment is no longer at the 

town. 

                                           



 
 

  

Chair of Committee asked the Committee members if they had any recommendation this evening based 

on prior interviews conducted previously. Councilor Keane made the recommendation of James O’Neill 

to the Board of Assessors as a regular member to a term expiring 06/30/2029. This was seconded by 

Councilor Bloom a roll call vote was taken 

Councilor Seth Burdick                             yes 

Councilor Thomas Keane         yes  

Councilor John Crow          zoom 

Councilor Charles Bloom                          yes 

 

Chair of Committee asked for a motion to adjourn this was made by Councilor Keane, seconded by 

Councilor Crow, a roll call vote was taken. 

Adjourn: 5:05pm.  

 

Next meeting: July 06, 2026 at 4pm in the Selectmen’s Conference Room 


