
 
 

  

 
 

APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
 

July 06, 2026 
4:00pm 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

    

Chair of the Appointments Committee opened the meeting of the Appointments Committee in the 

Selectmen’s Conference Room at 4:00pm and made the following announcement: 

This meeting is being recorded and will be rebroadcast on the Town of Barnstable’s Government 

Access Channel.  In accordance with Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 30A, Section 20, the 

Chair must inquire whether anyone else is recording this meeting and, if so, please make their 

presence known. This meeting will be replayed via Xfinity Channel 8 or high-definition Channel 

1072. It may also be accessed via the Government Access Channel live video on demand archives 

on the Town of Barnstable’s website: 

https://streaming85.townofbarnstable.us/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=1  

The administrator to the Town Council took Roll call: 

Councilor Seth Burdick                             present 

Councilor Thomas Keane         present  

Councilor John Crow          zoom 

Councilor Gordon Starr                             absent  

Councilor Charles Bloom                          present 

 

Chair of Committee welcomed Larry Morin, Cotuit, who has applied for the Zoning Board of 

Appeals. 

 

                                     

Councilor Seth Burdick, Chair 
Councilor Thomas Keane  
Councilor John Crow 
Councilor Charles Bloom
  

  
 

https://streaming85.townofbarnstable.us/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=1


 
 

  

Served on the Conservation Commission in 2005, currently serves on the Council on Aging, very 

active in the community, loves to help in areas he feels he can make an impact. Has attended 

many ZBA meetings. Has spoken often to the Chair, and knows most of the current members. 

 

Chair of Committee welcomed Brian Townsend who has applied for the Planning Boiard and the 

Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) 

 

                      

                           

 ROBERT BRIAN TOWNSEND 

 596 Old Post Road 

 Cotuit, MA 02635 

 (540) 798-3755 

 btownsendva@gmail.com 

 
 
EXPERIENCE: July 2007 – June, 2020 

Assistant City Manager for Community Development 

   Roanoke, Virginia 

 

Responsible for the day to day coordination, facilitation, oversight, and supervision of  

those departments within the Community Development Cluster including Departments 

of Planning Building and Development, Economic Development, Parks and Recreation, 

Social Services, Police, Parking Enterprise Fund (Park Roanoke), and Libraries. 

 

Major Projects/Responsibilities: 

- Facilitation and oversight of departmental strategic business plan and budget 

development 

 and approval 

-Project management and oversight of capital projects in the community development 

cluster 

including expansion and renovation of five library branches and Main Library, City  

Market Building renovation design process, design and construction of a new police 

academy, construction and renovation of multiple downtown parking facilities, new 

park facilities, and facility master plans for parks and recreation and libraries 

-Project management and oversight of economic and community development 

performance and development agreements between the City and private development 

interests 

-Support and oversight of departments in budget development and expenditure 

monitoring 

-Oversight of various personnel matters, grievances, and performance reviews associated 

with departments in the community development cluster  

               -Responsibility for City Council agenda development, presentations, and 

other collateral material as it pertains to departments in the community development 

cluster 

 

July, 2002 – July 2007 

   Director 

   Department of Planning Building and Economic Development 

   Roanoke, Virginia 

 

Responsible for the operation and administration of the City of Roanoke Planning, 

Building, and Economic Development department including oversight of the 

administration and implementation of the City of Roanoke Comprehensive Plan Vision 

2001-2020, through a professional planning and economic development staff; oversight 

of the operations of the Building Commissioner including plan review, permit issuance 

and inspection; oversight of land development regulatory functions by the Zoning 

Administrator and Development Review Coordinator, and  administration of the 

Subdivision Ordinance as Agent to the City Planning Commission.  Also responsible for 

coordinating staff support to various City Council appointed bodies including the City 

Planning Commission, Economic Development Authority, Board of Zoning Appeals, and 

Architectural Review Board. 

 

Major accomplishments: 

2007:  Revision of Historic District Guidelines for H-1 and H-2 

Historic Overlay Districts  

 

 



 
 

  

2006-2007: Development and adoption of a new Subdivision Ordinance for the City 

of Roanoke 

 

 

2003-2005: Completion of Neighborhood Plans as components of Vision 2001-2020, 

Roanoke’s Comprehensive Plan 

2002-2005: Development and adoption of a new Zoning Ordinance for the City of 

Roanoke 

 

June, 1996 to June, 2002 

Manager, Development Services Bureau 

Department of Planning  

Norfolk, Virginia 

 

Responsibilities included: direct assignment of staff in the Development Services Bureau 

with functional responsibilities in such areas as neighborhood commercial revitalization, 

downtown development projects, institutional liaisons, and economic development 

initiatives.  Provided staff support and recommendations to the City Planning 

Commission and City Council pertaining to development applications in downtown, 

pedestrian commercial overlay, and institutional zoning districts. Coordinated a 

consultant team through the development and finalization of the Downtown Norfolk Plan 

2000 Update in 1997, and the Plan for Downtown Norfolk 2010 in 2001. 

 

May, 1989 – June, 1996 

City Planner / Senior Planner, Strategic Planning /Development Services Bureau 

Department of Planning  

Norfolk, Virginia 

 

 

EDUCATION:  1989 

Masters Degree in Urban and Regional Planning 

Concentration in Land Use and Environmental Planning 

Virginia Commonwealth University 

Richmond, Virginia 

 

 

1981 

Bachelors of Arts in Political Science 

Concentration in Local Government 

University of Richmond 

Richmond, Virginia 

Graduated Magna Cum Laude 

Phi Beta Kappa 

 

ASSOCIATIONS:  

Board Member – Western Virginia Regional Industrial Facility Authority (2013-2020) 

Board Member – Hotel Roanoke & Conference Center Commission (2012-2020) 

Board Member – Virginia’s 1st Regional Industrial Facility Authority (2006-2020) 

Board Member – Downtown Roanoke Incorporated (City Representative 2002-2008, 2018-2020) 

Board Member – United Way of the Roanoke Valley (2006-2012)  

Board Member -  Roanoke Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau (2005-2007) 

 

    

    

     

Mr. Townsend is a resident of Cotuit, has been a Planner for his whole career in Roanoke, 

Virginia, was the Assistant City Manager for Community Development, and is quite familiar with 

how it relates to building, planning and zoning.  

Chair of Committee welcomed Chris King, who has applied for the Airport Commission: 

                                     



 
 

  

 

 

Mr. King is currently serving on CFAC (Comprehensive Financial Advisory Committee) has 

been the Clerk for that committee, is very interested in Airport operations, and has watched the 

Airport Commission meetings. Has had discussion with Airport Manager Mr. Nelson. 

 



 
 

  

Chair of Committee welcomed Mary Jo Pierpont who has applied for the Recreation Commission 

and the Mid Cape Cultural Council. Her first choice is Recreation. 

Mary-Jo Pierpont 
54 Stoney Cliff Road 

Centerville, MA. 02632 
Mjp1548@aol.com 

518-727-0416 
 

Summary of Qualifications:  Enthusiastic, participated in a competitive and non-competitive 
sports programs since childhood, taught and coached tennis programs in many towns, 
perseverant, decades of leadership positions requiring budget expertise and staffing needs, 
team player, excellent people skills and good communication skills, passion for recreation 
activities and the ability for recreation to bring people together. 
 
Education:  B.A. Sociology; University of Massachusetts, Amherst; Magna Cum Laude, 
Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi; M.A. Sociology; University of Massachusetts, Amherst. 
 
May 2024 – May 2026 – President and Co-President of Our Lady’s Guild (Elected  Position) 
Service and charitable church affiliated organization; organization dedicated to fundraising 
activities with the purpose of assisting local homeless shelters, food pantries, domestic abuse 
survivors and others in need of support.  

• Directed board meetings on planning programs and activities 

• Supervised budget development process 

• Insured appropriate staffing for fundraisers 

• Organized all special activities throughout the year 

• Engaged in public speaking to recruit new members 
 
March 2022 – May 2024 – Barnstable High School Girls Varsity Tennis coach 

• Coached a group of 22 girls at Barnstable High School in tennis 

• Taught skills to new players and improved skills of more experienced players 

• Encouraged team pride 

• Built a culture of teamwork 
 
January 2021 – May 2023- Substitute Teacher; Barnstable High School 

• Worked as a substitute teacher at Barnstable High School in a variety of classrooms 

• Assisted students with classwork in Resource Room 
 
March 1994 – 2014 – Teaching Assistant in Van Antwerp Middle School and Niskayuna High 
School. 
 
Volunteer/Community Service  

• Safe Streets Committee; Town of Niskayuna, NY 

• President -Niskayuna Community Action Program 

• President -Junior League of Schenectady 

• President PTO – Niskayuna High School, VA Middle School, Craig Elementary School  



 
 

  

Ms. Pierpont is an avid tennis player, recreation is her number one passion, and has done many 

fundraisers for non-profits, and would like to bring some new ideas to the Recreation 

Commission. 

Chair of Committee thanked all the applicants for coming in and mentioned that at the next 

meeting of the Appointments Committee they will make recommendations from tonight’s 

interviews. 

Chair of Committee asked if any of the Committee members had any nominations from the 

interviews conducted on June 22, 2026. 

 Councilor Keane made the recommendation of Jen Villa for the District Improvement 

Financing Program Advisory Committee (DIF); this was seconded by Councilor Bloom; all 

members present voted in favor of recommending to the full Council Jen Villa to serve on the 

District Improvement Financing Program Advisory Committee (DIF) 

 Councilor Bloom recommended Sharon Harris for the Open Space Committee, this was 

seconded by Councilor Keane, all members present voted in favor of recommending to the full 

Council Sharon Harris for the Open Space Committee as a regular member to a term expiring 

06/30/2029.  

Chair of Committee mentioned that these two recommendations will be a first reading on the July 

16, 2026 Town Council agenda. 

Chair of Committee asked for a motion to adjourn this was made by Councilor Keane, seconded 

by Councilor Bloom, all members present voted to adjourn. 

Adjourn: 5:25pm.  

 

Next meeting: TBD in the Selectmen’s Conference Room 


